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174F! Nihao!

Welcome to the Meihua Chinese Learning series for Primary Schools, a series
that was developed with the needs of primary school students, teachers and
parents in mind. Our goal is to present a Chinese language-learning programme

that is easy to comprehend and fun to learn.

In both written and spoken forms, Chinese is significantly different from other
languages around the world. As a result, there are certain challenges in
introducing and guiding students to master Chinese. To meet such challenges,
this series focuses on delivering the lessons in phases; starting with vocabulary
that reflects the student’s daily routine needs, and the basic elements of the
Chinese phonological system. Students will gradually progress into more
complex and challenging language. Such delivery is reflected in the selection
of phonics, pinyin, tones, characters, vocabulary and topics in each unit of the

series.

Meihua Chinese Learning Series emphasises the development of a solid
language foundation, with systematic and interesting features in each of its units
throughout six levels. Each level consists of ten units designed to be completed
by a student within a school year with 2-3 hours of lessons per week (70-105
minutes per week). Once a student has completed Level 6 of the series, they will
have studied over 500 Chinese words, and acquired the skills to write more than
100 Chinese characters independently. They will also be able to comprehend
simple reading texts without pinyin and communicate in simple daily Chinese

conversation.

The learning in Meihua Chinese Series is dedicated to preparing students for the
standardised International Chinese test, i.e. Youth Chinese Test (YCT), a Chinese
proficiency examination for students at Primary and Middle school established
by Hanban (a public institution affiliated with the Chinese Ministry of Education).
By completing all six levels of this learning series, students are expected to

possess the skills needed to pass Level lll out of four YCT test levels.

Our main authoritative references in the development of Meihua Chinese

Learning Series are as follows:

1. BRI (Hanban/FLF 512 %30, # P 54 EFX/YCT K K. Youth
Chinese Test (YCT) 14 Outline, http://www.chinesetest.cn/godownload.do.

2. B R X I (Hanban)/3LF F I & 3. BIiRXiEH S8 R RAEL KA/
International Curriculum for Chinese Language Education. Beijing Language

and Culture University Press.

3. PHRAREAEE KR E. SEHF E15E K KN /Basic Rules of the
Chinese Phonetic Alphabet Orthography. ¥ % A K 24 M= I BA
L o S N RIRENETRER AR,

4, PREARERERFINR, BRESLFIEERAAH. 75 LFHAE
(X F2f & % )/The Table of Indexing Chinese Character Component.

5. BREE XL FINERAATAENLIER S (MK GER R LAY/
XIANDAI HANYU TONGYONGZI BISHUN GUIFAN, & 5C th a4t



This book consists of: d. Chinese Character Writing

1. Student Book and Audio CD The introduction of the stroke-by-stroke guide to writing Chinese characters
Each unit is divided into eight sections: will teach students to understand the stroke orders of both basic and
a. Text or dialogue complex characters. The methods in this series will enable learners to

This section is composed of a combination of pictures, texts and/or apply their acquired skills in creating thousands of Chinese characters
interesting and easy-to-comprehend dialogues. freely and independently.
b. Vocabulary h. Reading
Vocabulary is a crucial part in comprehending the Chinese language. The In this learning series, not only are students encouraged to understand
new vocabulary in this section is introduced through text and/ or dialogues. individual Chinese characters but also to recognise their meaning within
c. Activities a reading text. This provides context and a deeper understanding of
The activities are designed to put the main lesson points into practice. The character usage.
learning process is conducted in a fun and engaging way by encouraging
student involvement and interaction with others. The student’s book comes with an Audio CD, which contains recordings of parts
d. Pinyin (book 1 & book 2), notes and grammar (books 3-6) of text or dialogue, new vocabulary, pinyin and listening practice.
This section puts more emphasis on the phonemes that are foreign to
students. Pinyin and tones can be learned in Level 1 and 2. The series 2. Exercise Book
focuses on the consonants and vowels that are different from those in other The Meihua Exercise Book is designed to develop reading and writing skills.
languages, as well as unfamiliar tonal aspects of Chinese. The exercise books can be used as an integral workbook during class or as
e. Listening activity extra practice for homework.
The recordings on the audio CD have been developed to help familiarise
students with the sounds, accents and structures of spoken Chinese. 3. Teacher’s Guide
f. Radical (books 1-4) The Teacher’s Guide is a practical manual with applicable teaching ideas, as
Radicals are the foundation of Chinese writing; they represent the semantic well as important additional information to consider when planning lessons.

part of Chinese characters. With more than 90% of commonly used Chinese
characters containing a combination of semantic and phonetic components,
it is crucial that students have a solid understanding of radicals. Each unit
introduces one or two radicals, which have been selected for their frequency

of use and utility.
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Ni wu ge, wo wu ge

'f’J‘ﬁ-/]\’ é&-ﬁ-/l\

®J’ A. Xd‘ i% Duihua | Dialogue @ track 1
wu

Y1, er san

N/

Ay — L, :.‘L)é:. Yi shud yi, ér shud ér

Say one when it’s one, say two when it’s two

2k Let’s count. Take turns with your classmates.

—. . =.. YW. F, Colourthe T-shirts that have

your number as you count:

1. — yi  one 5. /7 wu five

2. — ér two 6. /f ni  you

3. = san three 7. ’}%(4 Wo I, me sk Your teacher will say a number at random. When they say
4. VQ S four 8. /]\ *ge measure word your number, lift up your book and say your number.

* 1 gé when spoken, ge is usually said with a neutral tone.

10 Unit1 11



ﬁi"/\, ’?k"/l\ NT yi ge, wo yi ge

One for you, one for me

sk Circle one of the pictures below.

2k Compare with the picture circled by your classmate.
>k Show the picture you circle, and say to your classmate:

/ o)

J‘......

12 Unit1

¢ pinyin
> + > N .

@ 'Ejlfj'ﬂ- ",;J P~ 7}‘%] Yunmu yu shéngdiao
Vowels and tones @ track 3

* Four main tones in Mandarin:
15 tone(=), 2" tone(~), 3" tone(wv), 4™ tone(x)
* 1 neutral tone: toneless, spoken lightly and quickly

Every Chinese character has a specific sound and tone.
There are four main tones in Mandarin.

1sttone 2" tone

13



7= Qingshéng | Neutral tone )
ELFLF | % E. n}fr 77 Tingli | Listen to the audio and choose

In Mandarin, there are characters that do not have any of the four main tones the correct answer @ITTE
rac
above, and these are called neutral tones. These characters are spoken

lightly and quickly. In pinyin, they are written without any marking above the
syllable.

m #ff‘ TEJL E}] Ti FPinyin langdd | Let’s read pinyin @ track 4

Read these together.

Listen to pinyin from the audio, and circle the sound that you hear.

15

14 Unit1



F. % 1, Bihua | Let’s practise these strokes san - -
s
B —-—
— ) N —
a e,
A7 heng 1 shi ik pie 15 e
three strokes

yi —
four . strokes
 —T
——
wi ] # A
one stroke
é ——— —
r < —
—
five strokes
- | | ! 4t " v e
two strokes

16 Unit1 17



m Colouring parts

Colour the parts that contain the Chinese characters
Match the pictures

—, —, =.What character do you see?
Match the pictures below with the correct number to the right.

Then read the numbers.

—
O O

#

-
O O —

”

The character formed is:

18 Unit1 19



Di-&r k& Ulniitd2
% =2 Lih i, b2, ji, shi

7. Bl AL L T

(@J’ A. Xd— 'i% Duihua | Dialogue @ track 7

r_ — — m— Yi, ér, san, si, wu, U, a.
— — -
— == 7~ G
) N—\ \ﬁ\/\\ \/\o

-Qkf[ ?‘ ‘?‘ ;}%(‘ Shuzi shoushi | Hand gesture

Observe and learn the signs for numbers 1-10 that are

commonly used in China.

~

2

~
S

lit

yi

\.

VA

J
Y
J

| 1@
N
LCSV%

J
Y
J

e
> 8

SI

j%&
J \\ J
1@1
- S
—
-

shi

S
e

[
\
o
N
/7
\

20 Unit2 21



E. U}-’r 77 Tingli | Listen to the audio, then write the order

< pinyin > (in 1-10) in which you hear the Mandarin numbers @)KEED
il v
m )=t ‘ﬂ‘ Shéngmu
Consonants (D track 9 —

m f n

|
|
|14
I

m ;}ﬂl‘ ’5" E}] 'Li—’ Pinyin langdu

Let’s read pinyin (D) track 10

N
Read these together. -— \
A ’b / 7'1.«

1. ma 3.f6 5. ma 7. mi 9. ni

2. ni 4. fa 6. fa 8. fu 10. mo

@ ;}ﬂl‘ %Uﬁ' 77 Pinyin tingli

Let’s listen to pinyin @ track 11

Listen to pinyin from the audio and circle the sound that you hear. Q‘ ’77

& dian I i AT 2he

AR

(B héngzhé)

) gou

("&44 shugou)

22 Unit2

23
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k“’ G. _r’::], /y\«'? Xié hanzi| Let’s write Chinese characters jiﬁ / 7'14

nine strokes
/ N\

Six strokes

’b ten strokes

seven strokes

I\

eight strokes

24 Unit2




