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   Download the comics at https://www.compasspub.com/newfrontiers6

Every animated short comes with a companion comic.

QR Codes

Comics

Scan the QR Code at the 
start of each lesson to get 
the audio for the unit. 

AUdio

Scan the QR Code on Project Lessons 
to link to animated shorts.

VidEo

4

Class Booster
Every unit has a digital supplemental unit on 
the Class Booster platform. Download to  
enjoy additional activities and fun games. 



2   Read the questions.

How do you spell “board”?

Can you repeat that? 

Can you say that again more 

slowly?

How do you say “______________” 

in English?

What does “board” mean?

How do you pronounce this word?

I have a question.

What’s the answer 

to number four?

listen

write

read

speak

answer

repeat

role-play

talk with a partner

talk with a group

open your books

look at the board

close your books

research

watch

1   Listen and number.  00-01

Note
Keep an eye out for Notes! They 
provide extra information and 
activities.

Scan for Audio

Classroom LanguageClassroom Language

5
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Look at the photo and answer the questions.
1. What is happening in the picture?
2. What are some reasons to be interviewed?
3. What are some common interview questions? 
4. What advice would you give to someone preparing for an interview? 

7



Well, I know you have one of the best engineering programs in the country. Also, I heard 
the social life here is amazing. 

Prof. Khatri 

Thanks for coming in, Billy. Please tell me a little about yourself. 

So, why are you interested in attending this university? 

OK, great. So, what are your strengths and weaknesses? 

My strengths are that I’m hard-working, honest, and punctual. And my weaknesses... let me think...

Well, I was born in Chicago but grew up in New York City, where I attended George Washington 
High School. I’m really interested in computer programming, and I want to be a game developer.

All the best game developers have a background in engineering, so it’s the best place to 
start if I want to achieve my dreams. 

Yes, I think we have both of those things. So, why do you want to 
major in engineering? 

Vocabulary
1    Listen and number.  1-01

2   Fill in the blanks with the best vocabulary words. Change the form if necessary.

1. My greatest _______________________ is that I never get stressed about work. 

2. This _______________________ has been around for 200 years. It’s the oldest university in this city.

3. I studied computer science in university, so I am very _______________________ of working for this company. 

4. On _______________________ of the whole team, I would like to thank you for your hard work.

5. The student _______________________ is looking for new members.  

6. Tom got a(n) _______________________ for winning the writing contest. 

7. This program is very _______________________. Only one in 100 applicants is accepted. 

8. Ricardo’s _______________________ is that he worries too much about little things.

4   discuss with a partner.
1. Have you attended any interviews? What was your experience like? 
2. How should you prepare for an interview? 

association behalfaward capable

Listening aim Listen to college interviewsA

8

competitive strengthinstitution weakness

3   Talk with a partner.

Authentic Conversation

Billy



Challenge
7   Look at the table. 

9    with a partner, think of four more interview questions. write them on a separate piece of 
paper. Then practice asking and answering your questions. 

Listen Up 
5   Listen to the conversation. Then answer the questions.  1-02

9

Note
The school valedictorian is the student who has the highest grades in a graduating 
class and is often asked to speak at their graduation ceremony. 

1.  How long has Ms. Benitez lived in Boston? 

a. since high school 

b. since she was four 

c. all of her life

3.  What is true about Ms. Benitez? 

a. She’s not too determined to reach her goals. 

b. She was the president of a robotics association. 

c. She was the valedictorian of her graduating class. 

2.  What is one of Ms. Benitez’s strengths?  

a. She works hard. 

b. She is narrow-minded. 

c. She is very flexible. 

4.  What will Ms. Benitez likely do in two months? 

a. check to see if she was accepted to the university  

b. enter a new robotics competition 

c. have another interview with Dr. Venkman

6   Listen again. Then answer the questions with a partner.  1-02

1.   Write down all of Dr. Venkman’s questions.

2.   Summarize the woman’s answers.

3.   Did the woman do a good job of answering the questions? Discuss. 

4.  How would you have answered the questions? Take turns asking and 

answering the questions with your partner.

5.    What other questions do you think Dr. Venkman could have asked? List 

two questions.

Additional Interview Questions

1. How do you plan to contribute to this institution / school / company?

2. Why are you a good fit for this institution / university / company?

3. Where do you see yourself in five to ten years?

4. What do you plan to do after university?

5. Describe a time when you had a lot of stress. How did you overcome it?

6. Whom do you admire the most?

7. What is your greatest achievement?

8. In what ways are you unique?

8    Find a partner. Then practice asking and answering five of the questions from 7 . write 
down your answers and your partner’s.

Question Your Answers Your Partner’s Answers



1. 2.

2   Fill in the blanks with the best vocabulary words. Change the form if necessary.

1. This assignment is too _______________________. I don’t think I can do it. 

2. Theresa’s _______________________ was for everyone to do a different part of the presentation.

3. Stewart couldn’t _______________________ with all of the extra responsibilities. It was too much for him.

4. I don’t think I can _______________________ to the party this weekend. I have too many other things to do.

5. Our class didn’t have a(n) _______________________ number of students, so it was canceled.

3. 4.

5. 6. 7. 8.

 assume commit circumstance cope

 intention tough sufficient respond

Speaking aim Answer difficult interview questionsB
Vocabulary
1   Read the words in the box. Then listen and write the vocabulary words you hear.  1-03

10

Grammar
3   Look at the table. 

Present Perfect Simple Present Perfect Continuous

Talk about finished actions: 
The students have studied for two hours.
Talk about long-term actions:
The students have studied math for 12 years.
Emphasize the repetition of an action: 
He has attended five interviews this month. 

Talk about unfinished actions:
The students have been studying since this morning.
Talk about temporary actions:
They have been studying in the library for an hour.
Emphasize the duration of an action:
He has been writing the report for two hours.

4   what is the purpose of each sentence? Read and circle the answers.

1.  Mitch has been learning karate since last year. 
a. to emphasize the repetition of an action  
b. to talk about a long-term action 
c.  to talk about a finished action 
d. to talk about an unfinished action 

3.  Danielle has been walking her dog for half an hour. 
a. to talk about a finished action 
b. to emphasize the repetition of an action 
c. to talk about a temporary action 
d. to talk about a long-term action

2.  Steve has been to the library five times this week.  
a. to emphasize the repetition of an action  
b. to emphasize the duration of an action 
c. to talk about an unfinished action 
d. to talk about a long-term action

4.  My mom has been working at that company for 15 years. 
a. to talk about a finished action 
b. to talk about a temporary action 
c. to emphasize the duration of an action 
d. to emphasize the repetition of an action



5    Listen and complete the conversation with the words you hear.  1-04

11

Speak Up
6    Look at the table. Find the 

conversation pauses in 5  and 
underline them. Then practice 
using conversation pauses with a 
partner. 

Conversation Pauses
Let me think about that ...

That’s an excellent question …

To answer your question …

No one has ever asked me that before…

I’ve never thought about that before…

7    Find a partner. Then read the interview questions. write two more. Then practice asking and 
answering the questions with your partner.

Interview Questions
1. Why should we hire / accept you over other candidates?

2. How would you benefit our company / university?

3. What is your greatest regret?

4. Tell me something impressive about yourself.

5. How much do you expect to learn / earn here? 

6. 

7. 

 Ms. Anderson:   So, Mr. Hernandez, how long have 1. _________________________________ 

on going to our university?

 Mr. Hernandez:   Let me think about that… I guess I’ve been planning to go here since I was a kid.

 Ms. Anderson:   Oh, really?

 Mr. Hernandez:   Yeah. It 2. _________________________________ to go here because it’s the 

same university my parents and older sister attended.

 Ms. Anderson:   I see. And why do you think you would be a good fit for this university?

 Mr. Hernandez:   That’s an excellent question, but a little tough. I’m not quite sure how to 

respond.

 Ms. Anderson:   Take your time. 

 Mr. Hernandez:   Well, I’ve always been interested in technology. In fact, 3. _________________________________ 

engineering classes at the community college since last summer. So, I think I’d be a good fit because 

my interests match this university’s specialties.

 Ms. Anderson:    I see. So, then, how do you plan to contribute to this university if you are accepted?

 Mr. Hernandez:   To answer your question, I plan to commit my free time to the Robotics Association. And if I have a 

sufficient amount of time left over, I’ve been planning to try out for the rugby team.

 Ms. Anderson:    Oh, you play rugby?

 Mr. Hernandez:    Yes, I’ve been playing since I was in elementary school. I’m pretty good at it.

 Ms. Anderson:    That’s great. Next question: What do you plan on doing after university?

 Mr. Hernandez:   4. _________________________________ in the robotics field for a couple of years and then going 

to graduate school if the circumstances are right. 

 Ms. Anderson:    OK, then where do you see yourself in 10 years?

 Mr. Hernandez:   No one has ever asked me that before... In 10 years, I see myself working for a research institution.

 Ms. Anderson:    Finally, what makes you unique?

 Mr. Hernandez:    I’ve never thought about that before. I’m as unique as everyone else, I guess. I do have a talent for 

coming up with interesting ideas on how to use technology, and  

I 5. _________________________________ quite well. Besides that, I don’t think I’m especially 

unique. I’m just hard-working, and I have a passion to learn.

Remember to use the conversation pauses from 6 .



Vocabulary
1    Listen and number.  1-05

4

12

2    Match the words with the definitions. 

1. collapse •  •	 a.  to hurt someone who trusts you by doing something wrong

2. abandon •  •	 b. the opinion that people have about someone or something 

3. suspicious •  •	 c.  a result or product of combining two or more things or people

4. encounter •  •	 d. a brief meeting with another person

5. occur •  •	 e.  not trusting someone or something  

6. reputation •  •	 f.  to fail or stop working suddenly; to break down completely

7. betray •  •	 g. to happen

8. combination •  •	 h. to leave and never return to someone or something

Pre-reading
3     Look at the pictures of people in interviews. describe what they are doing wrong and 

what they should be doing. Then talk with a partner.  

collapse

encounter

combination
reputation

betray

suspicious abandon

occur

Reading aim Read interview horror storiesC

What he is doing wrong: 

_________________________

_________________________

What he should be doing:

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

What he is doing wrong: 

_________________________

_________________________

What he should be doing:

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

What he is doing wrong: 

_________________________

_________________________

What he should be doing:

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________



Comprehension
5    Circle the answers.

1.   The university where Marcus interviewed is in ____.  
a. Canberra                     b. Georgia              c. Australia               d. Arizona 

2.  What is true about Clarice? 
a. Her interview made her have an upset stomach. b. She answered a phone call during her interview.  
c. Her friend betrayed her during her interview.  d. She felt uncomfortable during her interview.  

3.  What were the reasons for Clarice’s bad interview? 
a. She was sick, and she answered her phone. b. The interviewers were sick and talked on their phones. 
c. She was sick, and the interviewers argued. d. One interviewer was sick, and the other used the phone.

4.  Where is the best place to insert the following sentence?  
Both of us have wanted to go there since we were kids.  
a. [a]              b. [b]             c. [c]             d. [d] 

5.  What can be inferred about Antonio and Ricardo?   
a. They are probably still friends. b. They are probably no longer friends. 
c. They probably went to the same university. d. They probably hung out together after the interview.

6   discuss with a partner.
1. Do you know anyone who has lied about something important? What happened?      
2. Describe a time when you felt stressed out by an interview or when talking to a teacher.

4   Read the articles.  1-06

4

13

Hi. My name is Marcus, and my first college interview, which took place at Arizona State University’s College 
of Engineering, was a complete failure. The interviewer, who was also a professor at the university, asked 
me normal interview questions. I answered all of his questions truthfully. Everything was going fine. Then he 
asked, “So, how have you been preparing for an education in engineering?” I had no idea how to answer 
his question. I got really nervous and started sweating like crazy. Finally, I lied and told him, “Oh, I’ve been 
working part-time at a company that makes electric cars near my house.” I could tell that he was suspicious 
because he kept asking follow-up questions that I couldn’t answer. [a] The interview quickly collapsed. The 
interviewer was furious with me for lying. He even told me that he could never admit someone who did 

what I had done into his university. I’ll never forget that encounter!

My name is Antonio, and my friend Ricardo, whom I have known my whole life, attended the same college 
interview as me. Our group interview was at the University of Canberra. [c] The interviewer asked us to give him 
a copy of our application essays. Unfortunately, I forgot to bring mine with me. I explained to the dean that I had 
emailed it to the university with my application. Suddenly, Ricardo said, “I can’t believe you didn’t bring your essay. 
That’s so unprofessional!” He then handed the dean his essay. I couldn’t believe what had just occurred! Why 
would my friend betray me like that? My confidence started slipping away, but I didn’t abandon hope. Luckily, the 
interviewer had my essay in his email. After the interview, I asked Ricardo why he did what he did. He said that he 

wanted to improve his chances of getting accepted. [d] The whole situation totally ruined our friendship. A few months later, I found 
out that I was accepted to the university, but Ricardo wasn’t. 

I’m Clarice, and I had a really awkward college interview. The interview was conducted by a man and a woman 
at the University of Georgia. Because of a combination of reasons, the interview went downhill. First, I had an 
upset stomach and had to go to the bathroom a lot. I must have eaten something that didn’t agree with me 
at lunch. In total, I went to the bathroom six times. By the sixth time I went to the bathroom, the interviewers 
seemed pretty worried and annoyed. When I came back after the last bathroom trip, the male professor got 
a phone call and started talking on the phone. [b] After he hung up, the woman scolded him for answering 
the phone in the middle of the interview. This started a long argument between the two professors. I felt so 
uncomfortable. I was so happy when the interview was over. 

Interview Horror Stories



  

WritingD aim Write a follow-up letter

14

Vocabulary
1    Listen and number.  1-07

2   Fill in the blanks with the best vocabulary words. Change the form if necessary.

1. The team ____________________ for three hours before it reached a decision. 

2. The ____________________ process will take a long time because so many people applied.

3. ____________________, I was nervous, but I calmed down after a few minutes.  

4. That was an incredible concert. The band members are all ____________________ great musicians. 

5. Due to his ____________________ academic performance, Nasim got a full scholarship to university. 

6. Meg got the highest grades ____________________ by the end of the year. 

7. My ____________________ vacation would be just relaxing on the beach.  

8. I passed my test! What a(n) ____________________!

deliberate reliefideal overall

initially selectiontruly outstanding

3   Look at the table. 

Grammar

Defining & Non-Defining Relative Clauses

Defining relative clauses give essential information 
about someone or something, information that we 
need in order to understand what or who is being 
referred to. Relative pronouns (who, that, which, 
whose, and whom) are used to introduce a defining 
relative clause.

Non-defining relative clauses give extra information 
about a person or thing. It is not necessary information. 
A relative pronoun (who, which, whose, or whom) is 
always used to introduce a non-defining relative clause. 
Commas are used to set apart the non-defining relative 
clause.

Ex.     They’re the people whom I met last night. 
Those are the houses that were flooded during 
the storm. 
The money was given to the boy whose bike was 
stolen.

Ex.     My best friend, who lives next door, is called Jimmy. 
The red car over there, which belongs to Dirk, is 10 
years old. 
That woman, whom I met last year, is talking to her 
friend.

Defining and non-defining relative clauses can sometimes look the same but have different meanings.

Ex.     Defining relative clause: My sister who works at the music shop has two cats.  
→ The speaker has more than one sister. The one he’s talking about works at the music shop. 
Non-defining relative clause: My sister, who works at the music shop, has two cats. 
 → The speaker only has one sister, and that sister works at the music shop.



Writing
6    write a thank-you letter to someone who has recently helped you. include at least two defining 

and two non-defining relative clauses. 

15

4    Combine the sentences so that they have the given clause: defining or non-defining. 
Answers will vary.

Dear Professor Okhur,

This note is to thank you for the interview 1. ________________ we had last week at Lewis and Clark College. It was 

a(n) 2. ________________ experience, and I truly appreciate you taking the time to interview me. I hope I successfully 

answered all of the questions that you asked me. To tell you the truth, I was 3. ________________ a little nervous, but 

after we started talking, I became more relaxed. It was such a relief. 

I also really like the campus, 4. ________________ I toured after our interview. 5. ________________, everyone  

I talked to was nice and helpful, especially the person 6. ________________ helped me find your office. I have been 

thinking about it all week, and Lewis and Clark is definitely the ideal college for me. 

Anyway, I know that you will be 7. ________________ on which applicants to select over the course of the next week. I 

hope that you can keep me in mind during the final 8. ________________. In the meantime, if you have any additional 

questions, please feel free to email them to me or call me directly. My phone number is in the application that I left with you.

Thank you for your time. 

Best Regards,

Octavio Salamanca 

To: Professor Ahmed Okhur  

Subject: Thank You for the Interview

5    Read and fill in the blanks with the words in the box. Then listen and check your answers.  
1-08

Ex.     Eric’s brother is coming home. Eric’s brother is a college student. (non-defining) 
Eric’s brother, who is a college student, is coming home.

1.  John has two sisters. He plays on the soccer team. (non-defining) 

___________________________________________________________________________

2.  Students prepare in advance. They tend to do well in interviews. (defining) 

___________________________________________________________________________

3.  That company makes sneakers. It has a factory downtown. (non-defining) 

___________________________________________________________________________

4.  Mehmet is standing over there. He has long hair. (non-defining) 

___________________________________________________________________________

5.  Schools have good facilities. They receive lots of applications. (defining) 

___________________________________________________________________________

 which overall deliberating that

 outstanding selection who initially



2    watch the video. number the pictures in order.   
Video
1

Video
1    Look at the pictures. what do you think the video will be about? on a separate piece of 

paper, write a short summary of what you think will happen. Then talk with a partner.

  

ProjectE

16

5   watch again. Circle true or false.   
Video
1

1.   Lisa knows who Haras is.   true       false
2.   Leinad apologizes to Haras for his behavior. true       false
3.   Tom and Jessie ask Lisa and Eric to stay with them. true       false
4.   Jessie wants to learn about other worlds’ cultures.  true       false
5.   Eric and Lisa will likely go on adventures with Haras and Leinad. true       false

aim Conduct a mock interview

6   Talk with a partner. 
1.   What are some things about yourself that you’d want to share with people from other cultures?
2.   Have you ever been separated from your friends? What happened?
3.   If you could go to any place right now, where would you go? Why?

4    watch again. Fill in the blanks with the words you hear.   Video
1

1.  What a relief… I’ve ____________________________________________ for you kids!  

2.  Please, Haras, consider it. We’ve ____________________________________________ and made so many 

wonderful friends. 

3.  We can’t just simply forget ____________________________________________ get here.

4.  I’ve learned more about who I am and ____________________________________________ doing in these past 

few weeks than I ever would have if I hadn’t left Earth.

3    watch again. Put a check mark ( ) next to the words you hear.   Video
1

relief   competitive   suspicious weakness commit

intentions circumstancesreputation   collapse association



Mock Interview

7    Find a partner and look at the table. Fill in the information to decide what your  
interview will be for. Remember to choose who will be the interviewer and interviewee.

10    Practice your interview with your partner. Then present your interview to the class. discuss 
what everyone learned from each presentation. 

Century Skills

17

collaboration creativity

9    with a partner, create five more interview questions. design these questions to be 
challenging for the interviewee. discuss why you are asking these questions and what you 
hope to learn from the interviewee’s answers with a partner. 

1.  _________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  _________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  _________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  _________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  _________________________________________________________________________________________

8    with the same partner, look at the list of interview questions. Choose five main questions 
from the list. write your answers to each question on a separate piece of paper. Then write 
potential follow-up questions and answers.

Interview Questions
1. Please describe yourself.

2. How do you usually deal with stress?

3. Why should we accept you?

4. What are your strengths / weaknesses?

5. How do you plan to contribute to this institution / school / company?

6. Why are you a good fit for this institution / university / company?

7. Where do you see yourself in five to ten years?

8. What do you plan to do after university?

9. Describe a time when you had a lot of stress. How did you overcome it?

10. Whom do you admire the most? Why?

11. What is your greatest achievement?

12. What makes you unique?

Choose College Interview Job Interview

Name of University or Company

Name of Interviewer

Name of Interviewee

communication
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wHAT yoU wiLL do in THiS UniT
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Scan for Audio

it’S a maSterPieCe!



Project  Give a presentation about a work of art

Look at the photo and answer the questions.
1. What is happening in the picture?
2. What do you think she is taking a photo of?
3. What kind of artwork most interests you? Why?
4. Why do you think art is important?
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Vocabulary
1    Listen and number.  6-01

Pre-reading
3    Match the words to the pictures. How could these words apply to art? Talk with a partner.

2    Match the words with the definitions. 

1.	 visual	 •	 •	a.	attracting	attention	because	it	is	very	attractive,	unusual,	or	extreme

2.	 (mass)	media	•	 •	b.		everything	connected	with	a	type	of	art	or	way	of	life	

3.	 scene	 •	 •	c.	old	but	high-quality	and	well-known

4.	 classic	 •	 •	d.	likely	to	cause	disagreement	and	discussion

5.	 controversial	 •	 •	e.	related	to	seeing	or	sight

6.	 critic	 •	 •	f.	a	painting	or	drawing	of	a	person

7.	 portrait	 •	 •	g.	newspapers,	magazines,	TV,	and	radio	that	reach	many	people

8.	 striking	 •	 •	h.	someone	who	reviews	art,	music,	or	literature

(mass) media

criticvisualstriking portrait

classicscene controversial
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Reading aim Read a critical reviewA

art auction hoax remote controlpaper shredder
1. 3. 2. 4. 

a. c. b. d. 



4    Read the article. Then find five examples of passive voice and underline them.   6-02

5    Circle the answers. 
1.  What is the main purpose of the article? 

a. to explain how disliked Banksy is b. to examine what Banksy has accomplished 
c. to debate what art is  d. to discuss different types of art

2.  Why did they change the name of the painting? 
a. The new owner disliked the name.  b. The painting got more expensive.  
c. The message had changed. d. The shredder stopped halfway.

3.  What does the critic mean when they say the artwork “doesn’t challenge the viewer”? 
a. The pictures Banksy draws are simple. b. The work is easy to look at. 
c. Banksy’s work has gotten worse. d. The work is easy to understand.

4.  What is NOT true about Gustav Metzger? 
a. He was part of the Bristol scene. 
b. He was part of the art scene. 
c. Banksy’s art resembles his. 
d. His work began a movement.

5.  Where is the best place to insert the following sentence? 
His work at that time was so vibrant and dynamic. 
a. [a]                          b. [b]                       c. [c]                d. [d]

6.  What can be inferred about Banksy? 
a. He has changed over time.  b. His work will not be remembered. 
c. He does not make money from his art. d. His fans are mostly older people.

Some have called it great performance art, some have called it a protest against the art world itself, and some have 
even called it a hoax. [a] Whatever your view, there is no doubt that Banksy is once again the most talked about 
and controversial artist of our times. His painting Girl with Balloon was sold to an unnamed buyer at auction last 
week for $1.4 million. However, as soon as it was sold, the painting began to destroy itself: a small paper shredder 
(operated by remote control) had been secretly installed in the lower part of the frame. A video of the incident 
shows the shocked faces of those in the room. Fortunately for the new owner, the painting was not completely 
destroyed. The shredder stopped halfway through. Even more fortunately, the half-destroyed work, now renamed 
Love is in the Bin, is said to have actually increased in value! It is currently being displayed at a gallery in Stuttgart, 
Germany. [b]

While this painting has already become famous, whether or not it is great art is another question. Many critics, such 
as Paulo Aldous, have argued that Banksy’s work is too simplistic and obvious. “I think some of his earlier work 
was interesting and striking, but now his paintings always carry a very direct message which doesn’t challenge the 
viewer. And this is just his latest stunt, or perhaps a hoax, which he’s done in order to get attention.” Other critics, 
such as Marion Weber are more positive. “I’ve always loved Banksy’s work, right back to his early days as part of 
the underground graffiti scene in Bristol. [c] This new work, in particular, is fascinating. I think it can be viewed as a 
continuation or update of an older tradition, known as the ‘Auto-Destructive Art’ movement. This movement was 
started in the 1960s by Gustav Metzger, and often involved performances in which he violently destroyed the art 
which he had created. For him, the destruction was an integral part of the creative process. Clearly, Banksy has been 
inspired by Metzger here.” 

So, visual art masterpiece or media stunt? People will disagree on this. But most will probably agree that, while he’s 
certainly controversial, no other visual artist can get the media’s attention in the way Banksy can. Because of him, a 
lot of young people are talking about art again. [d] For that, at the very least, he ought to be admired.
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6   discuss with a partner. 

1.   What do you think about the artwork being destroyed? 
2. How can artists get the media’s attention?

CREATIVE DESTRUCTION

A hoax is a trick to make people believe something is true.

Comprehension



 

Vocabulary
1    Listen and number.  6-03

observation scriptnovelist commercial

abstract violent release  dialogue 

2    Fill in the blanks with the best vocabulary words. 
1.  I’m not a big fan of the pop music genre. The music is too _________________.

2. The book makes a striking _________________ about the life of Picasso.

3. I won’t let my children watch that scary movie. The _________________ scenes would give them nightmares.

4.  I always wrote stories when I was in school. That’s why I became a(n) _________________.

5. I wrote a(n) _________________ for the school’s spring play. Would you like to read it?

6.  Do you know what the _________________ date is for the new James Bond movie?

7.  The older I get, the better I understand _________________ artwork, such as Jackson Pollock’s paintings.

8. It’s a good action movie, but the _________________ is so unnatural.

Authentic Conversation
3   Talk with a partner.
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Listening aim Listen to a debate about artB

Note
A screenwriter is someone who writes scripts for movies. 

Note
Blockbuster movies usually focus on popular genres such as action and thriller 
movies, and they are usually made by big film studios. Indie movies are not 
supported by big studios and usually focus on niche topics and themes.

Yes. In fact, the first script I ever wrote was about a superhero. It was called To the Max!

Actually, I really enjoy superhero movies. I think a lot of them have great messages, acting, and dialogue.

Welcome, Max. You’re a unique artist. Let’s talk about that. 

Really?

Interesting. I wanted to ask you what your observations are on commercial films,  
such as superhero movies. 

Certainly. I’m a screenwriter and a novelist. I write movie scripts, and I’m 
currently writing a book about how violence is used in storytelling.

4    discuss with a partner. 
1.  What was the last movie you watched? Was it a blockbuster or an indie film? 
2. Do you think indie films have more artistic value than blockbusters? Why? 



8   Rewrite the following sentences in the passive voice.

1.    A Spanish novelist won this year’s Nobel Prize in Literature. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.    We could have beaten the other team. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.    I might finish the project before tomorrow’s deadline. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.    Jay Reid should have written the script. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

6   Listen again. Circle true or false.
1.   Asma thinks most people can agree on what makes great art.   true       false

2.   For Asma, great artwork discusses the human condition.  true       false

3.   Picasso’s The Weeping Woman is more popular now than it used to be.  true       false

4.   Commercial art and great artistry often go together.  true       false  

Passive Voice and Active Voice

Active Voice: the subject does the action    
form: subject + verb + object

Passive Voice: the subject receives the action
form: be + past participle 

Picasso painted The Weeping Woman in 1937. The Weeping Woman was painted in 1937.

The novelist will finish writing at seven o’clock. The writing will be finished at seven o’clock.

Passive verb phrases can also use modals such as may, must, can, could, ought to, should, and, have to.  
form: object + modal + be + past participle 

Active: The owner ought to close this art gallery. Passive: This art gallery ought to be closed.  

7   Look at the table.

Grammar

5   Listen and circle the answers.  6-04

Listen Up 
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1.    The main topic of the listening is ___.  
a. how to be a good artist b. how to tell if art is good 
c. how to define good art d. how to be a successful artist

2.    What does “human condition” mean? 
a. how humans make art b. different aspects of existence 
c. other’s experiences d. life, death, and love 

3.    The speakers are debating whether or not ___. 
a. good art can be created for commercial reasons  
b. artists should talk about the human condition  
c. artists ought to be recognized for their artistry   
d. a great work of art is about the human condition

4.    What can be inferred from the following statement? 
“If they also happen to make some money, that’s not a bad thing, right?” 
a. Artists shouldn’t make art to make money.  
b. Most artists won’t make money doing art. 
c. Artists shouldn’t be afraid to make money.  
d. It’s a bad thing when artists make money.

Note
 We use passive voice to shift the focus of the 
sentence from the subject to the object. 



Dan

Vocabulary
1   Listen and number.  6-05

Authentic Conversation
3   Listen and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.  6-06

bizarre feelings rhythm unfashionable 

contemporary  tone context lyrics 

76

Speaking aim Give polite criticismC

2    Match the words with the definitions.

1.	 bizarre	 •	 •	a.	the	quality,	sound,	and	strength	when	someone	speaks	

2.	 rhythm	 •	 •	b.	confusing	or	strange

3.	 feelings	 •	 •	c.	the	words	of	a	song

4.	 unfashionable	 •	 •	d.	one’s	beliefs	or	emotions

5.	 contemporary	 •	 •	e.	a	repeated	pattern	of	sound

6.	 context	 •	 •	f.	outdated;	not	stylish

7.	 tone	 •	 •	g.	modern;	related	to	the	present

8.	 lyrics	 •	 •	h.	the	setting	or	background	of	something

So, did you like my recording?

No, I think you might be right. Maybe the song could use some work.

That kind of hurts my 4. ___________, Dan. It’s 5. ___________ music; 

it’s supposed to be unique.  

To be honest, I thought it was 1. ___________. The 2. ___________ was 

odd, and the 3. ___________ didn’t make any sense.

If it helps, I thought your 6. ___________ was pretty good. And maybe I just didn’t 

understand the 7. ___________ of the story the song was trying to tell.

Sorry, I didn’t mean to be rude. That sort of music isn’t really 
something I know much about. 

Jada



1   Listen and number.  6-05

3   Listen and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.  6-06

6    Rewrite the criticisms to make them less strong. 

1.  Is that a new dress? It looks very strange. Your style is totally bizarre! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  This is your essay? It’s way too short. You’ll probably get an F if you turn this in. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Your picture is weird. It’s colors are all mixed oddly. I hate abstract paintings. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  No, you’re wrong. The best artists these days are living in Mexico.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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4    Listen again. Circle true or false.  6-06

1.   Dan was impressed by Jada’s song.   true       false
2.   Jada seemed offended about what Dan said to her at first.  true       false
3.   Jada is considering Dan’s feedback.   true       false
4.   Dan thought the song told a boring story.   true       false 

Strong Soft

I hate this kind of music. This kind of music isn’t really my cup of tea.

You are wrong because… That’s an interesting point, but…

The colors are too bright. Isn’t it a little bright?

Your song is too long. If you made it a bit shorter, it would be even better!

Your design is outdated and unfashionable. It’s good, but how could you make it more contemporary?

The style of your painting is really bizarre. The style is very unique.

Expressions  
Phrases for giving constructive criticism

5   Look at the table. 

Speak Up
7    Follow the steps. Then work with a partner. 

Research online or look at the pictures below to find some artwork you dislike.STEP 1

Write down 3-4 reasons why you don’t like the artwork, using strong comments. STEP 2

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Talk with a partner.  STEP 3

Discuss how you can soften your comments.  STEP 4



Personal & Impersonal Passive

Personal Passive: the sentence has a stated or implied 
actor, or “doer,” the agent of the verb. 
signal words: with, by

Impersonal Passive: the sentence does not have a 
stated or implied actor. 
signal phrases: it is said that, it is believed that 

The artist’s work is sometimes attacked by critics. 
(agent is stated) It’s said that you shouldn’t trust a thin chef.

The artist’s work is sometimes attacked in the review 
pages. (agent is implied)

It is believed that he drew 
it in 1989. 

 

Writing D aim Write a critique of some artwork
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Vocabulary
1    Listen and number.  6-07

soul 

absorbed 
(in something)compromise glance  solo 

colorful terrifying tale 

2    Fill in the blank with the best vocabulary words. 

1. My music teacher says my music lacks _________________. He says I need to look deeper to play beautifully.

2. I don’t think artists should _________________ their artistic vision just to make money. 

3. This book tells the _________________ of a beautiful princess and her white horse.

4. At a(n) _________________, it looks normal. But, if you study it in detail, it becomes more unusual.

5. I went into the room, but he didn’t notice me. He was totally _________________ in his work.

6. I just saw the latest horror movie. It was _________________! I’m still shaking. 

7. I used to play in a band, but these days I work mainly as a(n) _________________ artist.

8. Her paintings are so _________________. I really like the ones with rainbows.

4    Read. write P if it is personal passive, and I if it is impersonal passive.

1. It is thought that there are several undiscovered Picasso masterpieces hidden in people’s houses.  ___

2. Picasso’s self-portrait was sold for a record $4 million at Christie’s Auction house last July.  ___

3. Monet’s Woman with a Parasol is widely considered to be one of the finest examples of Impressionism.  ___

4. It can be said of Middlemarch that it is the greatest English novel though not the greatest novel in English. ___

3   Look at the table.

Grammar Note
When converting It is said that and It is believed that 
into active voice, start the sentence with People. 

  People say you shouldn’t trust a thin chef. 
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Writing
7    Follow the steps to write a review.

Checklist

1. I chose a work of art. 

2. I described the art. 

3. I evaluated the art.  

4. I used constructive criticism.

5. I addressed counter-critiques.

6. I summarized my review. 

Structure of a Critique Essay 

Introduction Clearly describe the subject of your critique and give a brief overview of the aspects 
about it that you will cover.

Description Describe the subject you’re critiquing in detail. 

Evaluation Form ideas about the value and / or assess the subject. Give your opinion. 

Counter-Critiques Address arguments you predict people may make about your critique. 

Conclusion Summarize your critique. Present your overall impression of the subject. 

5   Look at the table.

Writing Guide

6    Read. Put the essay in the correct order (1-5) and label each paragraph’s purpose. Then 
listen and check.  6-08

Overall, this was a strong performance from an artist who has just started doing 
solo work. If he can strengthen his lyrics, there’s a good chance he could become as 
successful as he was with his former band.

The performance is part of Adamson’s first solo tour. He’s promoting his new album, 
Human Conditions. The 32-year-old is an experienced rock star and has sold millions 
of records with his former band. But this tour is the first time his fans get to see him 
alone on stage.

Perhaps the biggest weakness for Adamson is his lyrics. While he did sing with lots of 
feeling, most of the words to his songs were simplistic, predictable, and boring. The 
lack of depth was by far the most disappointing aspect of his work.

As for his solo skills, there is no doubt Adamson is extremely charismatic and 
energetic. He sings his songs with real passion, and there is a certain honesty to his 
performance that the fans adore.

Deray Adamson stands on the stage. Thousands of fans scream his name. He seems 
not to notice, completely absorbed in the sounds coming from his guitar. This scene 
looks as though it has been taken from the 1960s, the golden age of rock ‘n’ roll. But 
actually, it was last Thursday, at The Hope and Anchor: a top-billing music venue.

1         introduction

Research online OR choose a work of art (a painting, film, book, or poem) that you are familiar with. STEP 1

Write a review on a separate piece of paper. 
Follow the Writing Guide to structure your review.
Use soft language and give constructive criticism.

STEP 2

Use the checklist to check your work. STEP 3

Share your review with a partner. Discuss.  STEP 4
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ProjectE
Video
1     Look at the pictures. what do you think the video will be about? on a separate piece of 

paper, write a short summary of what you think will happen. Then talk with a partner. 

2    watch the video. number the pictures in order.   Video
6

5    watch again. Fill in the blanks with the words you hear.   
Video
6

1.   And here we have a(n) ________________________ work. This was painted in 1952 by... 

2.   People say “You are ________________________.” 

3.   He’s supposed to be destroying _______________________ for a(n) _______________________ thing. 

4.   Listen, guys, I have a(n) ________________________ to ask. I think I ______________________ what 

you’re going __________________________. 

aim Give a presentation about a work of art

3    watch again. Circle the words you hear.   
Video
6

    striking classic glance     terrifying

 contemporary lyrics controversial media

4    watch again. Circle the answers.   
Video
6

1.    Why is the art piece called “Consumerisn’t”? 

a. It’s Canadian. b. It creates stuff. c. It destroys consumer items.  d. It’s contemporary art. 

2.    What does Trisha think Consumerisn’t means? 

a. We are all consumers.  b. We shouldn’t be defined by our things.  

c. Everyone is able to be an artist. d. Charities are helpful to artists. 

3.    What is the reason they return to the gallery? 

a. to find Ryan’s stuff  b. to open an art exhibit  

c. to meet the artist  d. to be interviewed

4.    What did Ryan mean when he said, “Wow, you really suffer for your art”? 

a. The art isn’t created with much feeling. b. Miles makes commercial art.   

c. The art really impacts Miles.  d. Miles only makes destructive art. 



This is Art

Century Skills
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6    Talk with a partner. Choose a famous painting, movie, or song. Fill in the table. 

8    Share your presentation with your class.

collaborationcritical thinking creativity

Title

Creator(s)

Creation Date 

Reason(s) it’s popular

Interesting facts 

Why people like it

Why people dislike it

My CRITIqUE

7    write a presentation about the artwork you chose in 6 . write two things you liked and 
two things you disliked. 
Ex.     

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)

Directed by  Frank Capra

Written by    Frances Goodrich, Albert 
Hackett, and Frank Capra

Starring    James Stewart and Donna 
Reed

Trivia     It’s based on a short story by 
Philip Van Doren Stern.

This classic Christmas film 
is a feel-good movie with 
an amazing script and cast. 
I love the film and watch it 
with my friends every year. 

Some critics have found the 
work to be overly long, and 
some say it’s edited poorly. 
In fact, when the film was 
first released, it failed to 

turn a profit. Even after five Oscar nominations and one win, 
the film couldn’t make any money—causing the film production 
studio to go bankrupt.

Luckily, money doesn’t determine the value of great art.
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Review Unit 5-6

1   Read and choose the best words to fill in the blanks.

2    Read and fill in the blanks with the words in the box. 

 striking abstract contemporary compromise

 commercial critics visual   controversial

1.   a. identities b. insults c. aspects d. risks
2.   a. disobey b. cooperate c. honor d. knock
3.   a. strict b. frustrating c. specific d. familiar
4.   a. insult b. host c. obey d. approve
5.   a. frustrating b. useless c. exclusive d. poisonous
6.   a. logical b. peculiar c. standard d. delightful
7.   a. aspect b. concept c. honor d. gesture
8.   a. manners b. risks c. aspects d. concepts

As an American in Korea, certain 1. ________________ of the culture here surprised me at first. I originally came 

here to attend graduate school. I noticed that at a Korean university there is much more emphasis on teamwork: 

students were expected to 2. ________________ and work together on group projects. Also, the professors here 

seemed to be quite 3. ________________ compared to back home. They rarely made jokes and always looked 

very formal and serious.

After I finished university, I got a job at a company in Seoul. I found that here, too, there was a big emphasis on  

working as part of a group. Even at lunchtime, I was expected to always eat together with my coworkers. I also 

found that the office culture was very hierarchical: we always had to 4. ________________ the boss and never 

directly disagree with him. At first, I found this style a little 5. ________________, but gradually I got used to it. 

Another thing I first found quite 6. ________________ was having to bow to senior employees in the company. 

It’s a common 7. ________________ of respect here. It doesn’t have to be a full bow—just a nod of the head is 

acceptable. 

Overall, I think Seoul is a great city, and I want to stay here for as long as possible. I think whether or not you have 

a good time in this country depends on your attitude. If you have an open mind and are prepared to adopt the 

local customs and 8. ________________, you’ll probably end up enjoying it.

A very jet-lagged Milo Adebayo sits at a café table staring into his large latte. He’s back in New York for the 

opening of his new exhibition, Aspects. These last three years have seen him go from a struggling London-based 

art student to one of the biggest names in the 1. ________________ art world. “I didn’t set out to become a 

famous artist. When I was at art college, most of my heroes were not ‘successful’ in the 2. ________________  

sense of the word. They didn’t make much money, but also they didn’t 3. ________________ their artistic vision. 

I’ve tried my best to follow their example.”

Adebayo’s 4. ________________ paintings are highly valued for their 5. ________________ bright colors and 

unique style—so much so that last year he was awarded the Trevett Prize for 6. ________________ Arts, the 

greatest and most highly-sought honor for painters. I ask him if all this success has changed him.  

“Not too much, I hope. I think that with fame comes a certain amount of pressure and certain  

expectations. You have to try to ignore as much as you can. If you look at the reviews of  

my exhibition this week, you’ll see that my work is still 7. ________________. Some  

8. ________________ really like it, while others think it’s awful. And that’s OK by me.” 

Note
A hierarchical structure is one 
in which people or things are 
arranged according to their 
importance. 
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4    Rewrite the sentences in passive voice.
1.    The record company will release the singer’s new album on Friday. __________________________________________

2.    No one had signed the letter I received.  __________________________________________

3.    They say there’s no place like home. __________________________________________

4.    Critics said mixed things about Naomi’s new exhibition. __________________________________________

3   Fill in the blanks with the comparative or superlative form of the given word.

1.    A: Mr. Edmunds is so nice. He lets us leave class early if we finish our work. 

B: You’re lucky. He’s much __________________ (strict) than my teacher. 

2.    A: Jenny went to Singapore for a three-day trip and she spent $1,000.  

B: Yeah. I’ve heard it’s by far the __________________ (expensive) country in the region. 

3.    A: Dave seems a bit cold and unfriendly, don’t you think? 

B: He’s just shy. The more you get to know him, the __________________ (friendly) he will be.

4.  A: I feel quite homesick living abroad. 

B: Don’t worry. The __________________ (long) you’re away, the __________________ (less) you’ll miss it.

7   Listen again and choose the best accommodation for each student.  R3-02

5   Listen and circle true, false, or doesn’t say.  R3-01

1.   The professor likes the way Tom has written the conversations in his novel.  true       false       doesn’t say

2.   The language Tom used for describing his characters’ thoughts is too complex.  true       false       doesn’t say

3.   Tom doesn’t agree with some of the professor’s criticisms.  true       false       doesn’t say 

4.   The professor thinks the length of the novel should be reduced.  true       false       doesn’t say

5.   The professor thinks some of the characters are a little boring.  true       false       doesn’t say

6   Listen and circle the answers.  R3-02

1.    What is NOT true about Mrs. Jacobi? 
a. She is stricter than Marie’s hosts. 
b. She is a part of Ramon’s host family. 
c. She is less strict than Ramon’s parents. 
d. She is the strictest host. 

3.    Why does Jay want some alone time? 
a. because he needs to study 
b. because he dislikes his hosts 
c. because he’s frustrated 
d. because he’s reserved

2.   What does Marie’s host have a hard time 
understanding about Marie? 
a. that she doesn’t eat meat 
b. that she likes clean laundry 
c.  that she likes to disobey the rules 
d. that her culture is vegetarianism 

4.  What can be inferred about the hosts? 
a. Their manners are peculiar.  
b. Their personalities are diverse. 
c. They’re friendly and outgoing. 
d. They’re straightforward. 

Homestay available:
Middle-aged librarian. Lives alone. Out of house most of the time. 
Looking for quiet student who is independent, tidy, and easy to live 
with.

Room to rent:
Three female graduate students looking for housemate. We have 
quite strict rules about noise and cleaning the kitchen, etc. No parties 
or guests at night-time. Non-smoking, vegetarian preferred.

Room available:
Room in four-person male student house. Must be funny, outgoing, 
and willing to have fun. If you enjoy a relaxed home environment, 
this is the pace for you!

Jay 

Ramon

Marie

1.   a.   

2.   b.   

3.   c.   
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